























| week two 


This is the second week of 
the new look of The Journal 
| Newspapers. 
We have returned to the 
| larger, broadsheet format 
| that served our communities 
| for decades and in Belleville, 
| formore thana century. 
| Our former, smaller size 
was deliberately and careful- 
ly chosen several years ago 
in an attempt to break from 
the past and establish our 
publications as unique to 
each of the communities 
they served. We feel that has 
been accomplished and it is 
time to return to the industry 
standard, larger format. 

While successfully estab- 
lishing our identity in the 
communities, the smaller 
format was somewhat 
restrictive in the amount of 
page space we could devote 
to local news. 

With our recent entry into 
the Greater Detroit 
Newspaper Network, a 
regional advertising sales 
arm, the conversion of adver- 
tising messages to our previ- 
ous format was difficult and 
time consuming, particularly 
for advertisers seeking a uni- 
form method of delivering 
their message. 

Our new page size, which 
conforms to the current 
newspaper standard, is , 
deeper and will allow us, we 
hope, to bring each of our 
communities more local 
news and provide the ability 
to do more analysis and 
detailed stories. In short, 
more page space, we hope, 
should translate into more 
news for our readers. 

We're also hoping the new 
format will provide a 
stronger, more effective 
medium for our local adver- 
tisers to deliver their mes- 
sage to potential customers. 

We have been successful 
in avoiding many of the 
glitches which usually 
accompany a change of this 
magnitude, but we aren’t 
considering it a finished 
product yet. We have many 
more changes planned, and 
are hoping that we will, with 
the support of subscribers 
and advertisers, be able to 
implement many of them as 
soon as possible. 

We're hoping you like the 
new look. If so, call and sub- 
scribe at a special reduced 
rate,..if not, call and let us 
know how to better serve 
your needs. 


Susan Willett 
Publisher 
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Unless you 
| are a paid subscriber, 
| this is a sample copy of The 
| | Romulus Roman which you 
| receive about once a month. 

| | To ensure you get all the 
| | news about your community 
| | each week, call our office today 
| and become a subscriber. 
i 


Mention this offer for a limit- 
ed-time special subscription 
| rate of $21 for six months or $40 
for a year. 

We accept Visa, Master-card, 
American Express and cash. 

Call today and join your 

| neighbors who see their names 
on the front page every week. 
(734) 467-1900 
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Romulus Mayor Alan Lambert testified before the U.S. House Natural Resources Committee last week. 


Casino outcome may be imminent 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Romulus officials who trav- 
eled to Washington D.C.feel 

- their testimony before the U.S. 
House Natural Resources 
Committee about efforts to 
establish an off-reservation 
Indian casino in the city were 


well received. 


Mayor Alan Lambert — who 


Pees, i dnoaled 


After having been 
there, | feel we 
have a good 
chance of getting 
this through 
the House 


spoke in favor of the casino — 
said he felt the members of the 
committee responded positive- 
ly to his comments, which cen- 
tered around job creation and 
the one-state recession in 
Michigan. 

“After having been there, I 
feel we have a good chance of 
getting this through the House 
and Senate,” he said. “The 
members of the committee 
asked great questions, and I 
feel they supported us more 
than those who spoke against 


(the casino).”’ 


and Senate 


Opposition to the offreserva- 
tion casino plan included U.S. 
Rep. Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick 
(D-Detroit), Detroit Mayor 
Kwame Kilpatrick, and Rep. 
Mike Rogers (R-Brighton). 

Lambert’s trip to Washington 
DC —- which was heavily sup- 
ported by high-ranking elected 
Officials including Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm, Sen. Carl Levin (D- 
Michigan) and Sen. Debbie 


Stabenow (D-Michigan) — was 
the second he took in an effort 
to shore up support for a pro- 
posed casino. 


If it comes to fruition, the 


$250 million casino and adja- 
cent hotel could bring a dedi- 
cated revenue stream of $4 to 
$10 million to Romulus, and 
about 3,500 jobs. 


Five-year-old initiative 


Romulus voters approved a 


ballot measure in favor of open- 
ing a casino on a vacant parcel 
of 
Metropolitan Airport in 2003. 
Since then, a letter of intent was 
signed by the city and the 
Hannahville 
Community, and the Sault Ste. 
Marie Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians, which could bring a 
casino to Romulus or Monroe 
through a land deal signed by 
former Gov. John Engler 


land near Detroit 


Indian 


See Casino, page 3 





Company seeks $2 million in tax breaks 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


A handful of new industrial 
jobs may come to Romulus if city 
council members agree to grant a 
tax break for a local company. 

Aerostar Manufacturing, a com- 
pany that manufactures machine 
castings, forgings and other metal 
products from a facility at 28275 
Northline Road, has asked the city 
to grant a 12-year industrial facili- 
ties exemption certificate that 
would hold it harmless from prop- 
erty taxes on $20 million in 
planned improvements. 

Representatives from Aerostar 
appeared in front of council mem- 
bers Jan. 28 to explain why the 
company needed the tax brea 
which if approved, would save the 
company about $2 million during 
the life of the exemption. 


For ho 





The planned $20 million in 
improvements will allow the com- 
pany to manufacturer larger num- 
bers of metal components, accord- 
ing to the exemption application 
filed with the city. As a direct 
result of the move, about 70 jobs 
would be created, according to the 
exemption application. 

The Aerostar facility has been 
located in Romulus for several 
years. 

Tax breaks — several of which 
have been granted to retain local 
businesses and jobs — have been a 
problem for city council because 
they reduce the amount of taxes 
the city collects on improvements. 

The break will give Aerostar a 
50 percent reduction in the 
assessed tax liability on the 
amount of the Northline Road 
expansion for the life of the 
exemption. 


Though tax exemptions remain 
a concern for the city, Councilman 
Harry Crout he hopes to make a 
decision on the Aerostar request 
as soon as possible. 

“T support the tax break 
because this one is bringing jobs to 
the city,” he said. “It’s better to get 
some tax dollars than none at all. 
If we don't do it, we risk the possi- 
bility that they would go to another 
city, or leave the state.” 

Lonnie Hampton, the represen- 
tative from Aerostar listed on the 


See Aerostar, page 3 


WEB EXCLUSIVE 
To learn more about who's 
seeking a seat on the Romulus 
Board of Education, visit www,jour- 
nalgroup.com/romulus. 
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Romulus city officials are 
strongly opposed to an expansion 
of the Wayne County Airport that 
could displace more than 800 fam- 
ilies and wipe out some industrial 
buildings in favor of constructing a 
fifth parallel runway. 

Ata study session of the council 
Monday night, Romulus Economic 
Developer Tim Keyes and City 
Planner Cynthia Lyon outlined 
their opposition to the Wayne 
County Airport Authority Master 
Plan on several fronts, including 
the fact that the city’and school 
district would likely lose revenue 
and that, in essence, the city 
would become smaller if the 
expansion of the Detroit 
Metropolitan Airport comes to 
fruition. 

“We’re here to explain our 
strategy,” said Lyon, who has 
attended the technical committee 
meetings the authority has sched- 
uled to solicit input from local 
communities affected by the air- 
port expansion. “There are sever- 
al aspects of the master plan that 
would affect Romulus.”’ 

Chief among them is the con- 
struction of a new runway, a new 
car rental area, and the general 
expansion of airport in an east- 
ward direction. 

The three-phase master plan 
outlines an expansion that would 
take until 2027 to complete. The 
plan was undertaken by the air- 
port in accordance to Federal 
Aviation Administration rules and 
to devise a plan to meet what air- 
port officials believe will be 
increased usage by business and 
leisure travelers in the next two 
decades. 

The changes would be exten- 
sive. An underground or above- 
ground monorail system could be 
added to transport travelers and 
employees around the airport 
grounds by 2013. A cargo opera- 
tion could be added near the 
Wayne-Vining Road area, and a 
new runway could be constructed 
to accommodate passenger travel. 

More land would be required to 
make the changes, and it’s likely 
the airport would engage in a land 
acquisition process to account for 
capacity. 

The expansion of the airport 
would represent some big gains 
for the county in terms of jobs and 
money coming into the region, but 
Romulus officials said the current 
plan does not take the goals of the 
city into consideration. 

According to the city assess- 
ment, as the airport expands, the 
350-unit Sky Harbor Apartments 
would have to be demolished, 
along with 30 improved industrial 
buildings, 18 improved commer- 
cial buildings, the Halecreek sub- 
division, and Merriman 
Elementary School. 

In all, about 800 residences 
would be demolished, and the city 
could stand to lose almost $1 mil- 
lion in assessed revenue, accord- 
ing to city officials. 

Romulus Community Schools 
would lose about $1.7 million in 


See Plan, page 3 
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FREE ESTIMATES 
24hr. Storm Damage 
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Downtown project moves forward 


Scott Spielman 
Editor 


Members of the Belleville 
Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA) took a few steps recently to 
bringing a plan that would trans- 
form the downtown to fruition. 

At their meeting on Jan. 30, 
board members decided to request 
proposals for a project manager 
and appraisal services for the 
development, which would envel- 
op a large portion of Main Street. 

The proposal, unveiled a few 
weeks earlier by Rick Walker of 
Walker Developments, would 
include a 72,000 square foot gro- 
cery store—possibly Kroger—to be 
located off of Main Street between 
Roy’s and Charles streets. t 

The project would include 
space for a new library, 31,000 
square feet of retail on Main Street 
with residential housing and office 
space above. Plans would cause 








It’s a chain reaction thing. 
We're trying to get that chain reaction started. 


Frank Brown 





the elimination of several build- 
ings on Main Street, including the 
Chase Bank, which would be 
rebuilt in a 4,500 square foot facili- 


“They're looking to downsize,” 
said Belleville Mayor Richard 
Smith. 

The DDA invited impacted resi- 
dents and business owners to dis- 
cuss the plan at the end of January, 
but had few answers since the 
project hasn't truly gotten off the 
ground. 

“This is still a conceptual plan,” 
said Rosemary Loria, chair of the 
DDA. It’s in the very, very, early 


stages.” 

The appraisal services are 
required because to make the proj- 
ect work, property would have to 
be acquired. Right now, that’s a 
major uncertainty. 

“We have no idea how much it’s 
going to cost to acquire the proper- 
ty,’ Loria said. 

Some business owners were 
concerned with the fate of their 
property and wished they had had 
advance knowledge that such a 
plan was even in the discussion 
phases. 

“Nobody mentioned that I 
should hold off putting any money 


Air museum event is Saturday 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Hearts will once again go out to 
the Yankee Air Museum in 
Belleville this weekend as volun- 
teers work to generate funds for the 
museum. 

The “Hearts Go Out to Yankee” 
auction and dinner will take place 
at 5 p.m. on Saturday at the Hellenic 
Cultural Center, located at 36375 Joy 
Road in Westland. The event is 
semi-formal, black-tie optional, 


according to Bob Hynes, public rela- 


tions coordinator for the museum. 

“This is an annual event that’s a 
big fundraiser for us,” he said. “We'll 
have some great items and it’s all to 
benefit the building fund. if 

Live auction items include air- 
plane rides, one-day trips, vacation 
packages, a hot-air balloon ride, 
jackets, game tickets and dinner 
passes. 

Silent auction items include 
golf games, gift certificates, framed 
aircraft photos, gift baskets and 
more, said Hynes. 

Since a fire in 2004 destroyed 
the Belleville air museum, officials 
have been working to generate 
funds for a new facility. Yankee Air 
Museum volunteers hope to start 
their educational program this 
spring in area school districts. 


Township OKs new fire trucks 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


The Van Buren Township Fire 
Department will soon take delivery of two 


new fire trucks. 


Township trustees approved the bid 
contract from Spencer Manufacturing for 
one rescue-engine pumper and one heavy- 
duty rescue squad recently at a cost of 


$852,648. 


‘ Township Supervisor Cindy King said 
the engines will be paid over four years 


with an initial payment in 2008. 


“We’re looking at first paying about 
$181,500 a year for about four years,” she 
said. “It will also come out of monies from 


the landfill fund.” 


The township received eight bids and 
Spencer Manufacturing was the lowest, 


officials said. 


About 300 programs will be start- 
ed, along with the refurbished 
Willow Run schoolhouse on the 
property, according to Dick 
Stewart, president of the Yankee 
Air Museum. 

“The museum is rebuilding so 
all the proceeds go to that fund,” 
he said. 

39 








The Yankee Air Museum 
maintains a history of the 
area and we want to carry 
on that tradition . 


Dick Stewart 





“QOne-hundred million would be 
nice,” he added jokingly. “But, I'd 
like to raise about $50,000 for the 
schoolhouse and that should take 
us over.” 

The latest architectural and 
conceptual drawings of the muse- 
um will also be unveiled during 
the auction event, officials said. _ 

Tickets are $75 per person for 
the benefit or $650 for a corporate 
table. Elite Catering in Livonia will 


years,” said King. 


fire shop. 


The heavy-duty rescue squad will carry 
special needs equipment, such as a cas- 
cade system. Both will have large light tow- 
ers, which is new equipment for the fire 


department. 


filed,” Nicholai said. 


The new trucks will also reduce mainte- 
nance costs, Nicholai added. 
Delivery is expected in about a year, 


officials said. 


“They're also a Michigan based compa- 
ny that provides defect warranties up to 15 


The rescue-engine pumper will carry 
water, hoses and look similar to a tradition- 
al fire engine, according to Fire Chief Mark’ 
Nicholai. He said it will be able to carry 
more equipment than the previous engine 
sold last year, and is basically a one-stop- 


“They will be able to light up a football 


cater the dinner and an open bar 
will be available, too. The silent 
auction will start at 5 p.m., with 
dinner to follow at 6 p.m. and the 
live auction at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
available at the door. 

“The campus we'll have one day 
is worth seeing,” said Hynes. “Our 
aim down the line is to do everything 
we can to get the building going. 
We'll have some of the finest artifacts 
ever seen. The fire was a tragedy, but 
it got us going in a new direction: the 
history of Willow Run, World War II 
and encompassing all history of air- 
craft. We hope to be one of the great- 
est air museums in the world.” 

‘Donate, donate, donate,” said 
Stewart. “We have a big job ahead of 
us. 

“The Yankee Air Museum 
maintains a history of the area 
and we want to 
carry on that tra- tC. 
dition to let peo- | 
ple know about 
the aviation his- | 
tory of the 
Detroit area,” he 
added. 

For more 
information visit 
www.yankeeair- 
museum.org or 
call (734) 483- 
4030. 
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CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
Most Insurances Accepted 
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GANTON INTEL INE 


1600 S. CANTON CENTER ROAD SUITE 21 


CANTON, MI 48188. 


734-394-4400 734-394-4449 (FAX) 
LOCATED IN THE ST, JOSEPH 
MERCY CANTON HEALTH CENTER 
BETWEEN CHERRY HILL & PALMER 
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All major credit cards accepted 


into my building because it was 
going to be torn down,” said Dr. 
Tbrahim Jawad, who recently com- 
pleted renovations at his building 
on Main Street. 

Others were concerned about 
the design for a new library, since 
the old building falls within the 
area potentially impacted by the 
project. A plan to convert it into a 
two-story space within the new 
development caused concern for 
several residents and patrons. 

Loria said, though, that nobody 


had any answers to those kinds of 


questions yet. 

“There’s a lot to do yet,” 
said. ‘This is all conceptual.” 

Frank Brown, a member of the 
DDA board, said the project would 
hopefully help all businesses with- 
in the downtown and bring more 
money into the DDA, too. 

“Tt’s a chain reaction thing,” he 
said. “We're trying to get that chain 
reaction started.” 


she 
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Log on to journalgroup.com 
for the latest news in your area. 





HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING 


Be one of the first homeowners in your neighborhood to 
showcase the look of our NEW Erie Metal Roofing 
System. Call now and it will definitely be worth your 
while! This is the last roof you will ever need. 


An Erie Metal Roof will keep your home cooler in the 
summer and warmer in the winter. 


Call today to see if you qualify. We also have special 
low interest unsecured bank financing available. 


An Erie Metal Roofing System will provide your 
home with unsurpassed beauty and protection... 
guaranteed! 


Don’t miss this opportunity to save! 


1-800-952-3743 


www.ErieMetalRoofs.com 





Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc. 


Tax and Accounting Experts You Can Trust 





Denise Wilmarth, MSA, CPA 
Business & Tax Accountant 


Gay! Parr, CPA 
Business & Tax Accountant 


Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals 


* Small Business Accounting 
* Payroll Services 


* Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation 


* Monthly Financial Statements 


* Quickbooks Training and Support 
* Business and Personal Tax Returns 


Call Us Today 
For Your Individual Tax Preparation. 
(734) 697-8000 


<zziT> 


152 Main Street 
(in The Professional Building) 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Paid 


For Junk, Disabled 
or Wrecked Cars 
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ee oan On 


CTS AUTO PARTS 


16007 Pardee, Taylor 
(Just North of Wm F. Sell) 


9 282-1700 
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Airport plan could mean the end fo 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Romulus Community Schools could be forced to close 
Merriman Elementary School under the latest version of 
the Wayne County Airport Authority Master Plan. 

Merriman Elementary, situated on Merriman Road, 
would have to be demolished to make room for a new run- 
way that would be part of a proposed expansion of the 
Detroit Metropolitan Airport. : 

Apparently, no one at the schools has been informed of 
the possibility of losing Merriman School, said Tim Keyes, 
Romulus economic development director 

“We have not had a dialogue with them, but we’re going 
to meet with them,” he said. 

Betty Lenossi, a trustee on the Romulus School Board, 
said she knew nothing of the airport master plan, and 
expressed dismay that such a plan was being considered 
by the authority and planners without regard to the 
school. 

“J haven't heard anything about this, and its not some- 
thing I would support,” she said. “I would not want to lose 
Merriman.” 


Calendar of events 
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She said she’s not sure if the district would have 
recourse if the master plan were implemented, however. 

“I don’t know if there’s anything we could do to stop it 
because its (Wayne) County, and they just come in,’ she 
said. “It’s like trying to fight city hall—you can't do it 

“IT had some friends that lived along Middlebelt Road . . 
. the county offered to buy them out, but they didn’t get 
anywhere near what there property was worth,” Lenossi 
added. 

A building is not the only thing the school system would 
lose in the three-phase airport expansion plan. According 
to city estimates, a 1,700-acre expansion of the airport 
would reduce the amount of assessed taxes because the 
actual size of the city would be reduced. 

Estimates indicate that the schools could lose about 
$1.7 million in revenue over the course of the expansion, 
said Cynthia Lyon, planner for the city of Romulus. 

The Airport Authority has been revising the master plan 
to meet a projected increase in the number of fliers by 
2027. The expansion includes a new runway, development 
of a car rental area and a new cargo operation. 

The expansion would effectively reduce the size of the 
city, and the changes are located in the northernmost part 


r Merriman 


School 


of the city — a place where the city would rather not see 
expansion. 

Last year, school officials considered exploring the idea 
of closing an elementary school to save money, but the plan 
was largely shelved when the district was able to shore up 
out-of-district enrollment. Even when the discussion was 
ongoing, Merriman was never one of the buildings that was 
considered for closing, Lenossi said. 

“T don’t think that’s going to happen now,” she said. 
“We're not looking at closing a school anymore.” 

Keyes said he believes the schools could be an asset in 
terms of discouraging the airport from implementing the 
current plan. 

“It’s going to require all of the local governments — 
other cities, and the schools — get together to oppose the 
master plan,” he said. 

Romulus Community Schools currently operates five 
elementary schools — Merriman, Barth, Cory, Halecreek 
and Romulus. At this time, about 1,200 students attend 
those schools. About 300 of those students attend Merriman 
Elementary School. 

Merriman students have performed well on standard- 
ized tests, Lenossi said. 


Underground Railroad lecture set 

Young people will have the opportunity to learn more about the 
Underground Railroad and its connection to Romulus at 6 p.m. Feb. 
28 when the “Underground Railroad History” lecture comes to the 


library. 


Lecturers will speak about the areas of the city that were once 
part of complex Underground Railroad system and the work of 
local abolitionists. Students will discover the meaning and interpre- 
tation of quilt codes, and will be given the opportunity to create 


their own codes. 


The Romulus Public Library is located at 11121 Wayne Road. 
For more information, call the library at (734) 942-7589. 


Starfish offers music program 

Inkster residents can enjoy educational playtime with their chil- 
dren by participating in the Tiny Tikes Kindermusik class offered at 
the Starfish Family Services’ Family Resource Center in Inkster 


beginning in February. 


The program is free to the public and made possible through a 
partnership with Wayne County RESA (Regional Educational 
Service Agency) and a Great Parents, Great Start grant. 

The Tiny Tikes class incorporates the Kindermusik ABC Music 
and Me curriculum, which is based on the premise that making 
music a part of a child’s daily life improves their ability to move, 
think, create, reason, and express themselves. The class is offered 
to children from newborn to 5 (who are not attending kindergarten) 
and their parents or caregivers. It is designed to promote language, 
social, gross motor and early literacy skills through music and move- 


ment 


The class will be offered from 3:45-5:15 p.m. every other Monday 
throughout May. Classes will meet at the Starfish Family Services 
Family Resource Center at 30000 Hiveley Road. 

For more information, call Starfish at (734) 728-3400. 


Grief support available 


The Hospice of Michigan will host two series of grief support 
meetings for those in the community coping with the loss of a loved 


one. 


Aseries of meetings will take place Sundays through March 16 at 
9am. at the Romulus Wesleyan Church. 

Another series of meetings will take place at 6:60 p.m. Thursdays 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Romulus Public Library through March 20. 

Romulus Wesleyan Church is located at 37300 Goddard. The 
library is located at 11121 Wayne Road. 

For more information about the seminars, call the Hospice of 
Michigan at (734) 769-4212 or visit the organization Web site at 


www.hom.org. 


— Events are compiled by Staff Writer Molly Tippen. To publish an 
* event, send information to mtippen@journalgroup.com. 


Plan 


FROM PAGE 1 


revenue generated from business- 
es and residences in the area. 

The city would also be about 7 
percent smaller, and could lose 
about 3,500 residents, according to 
city research. 

City leaders said they believe 
the airport has not been respon- 
sive to its point of view regarding 
the plan. 

“They think they can come in 
here and get what they want, and 
they’ve been able to do that 
because no one was watching, but 
that’s not going to happen this 
time,” said Councilman William 
Wadsworth, who worked as a 
Wayne County Airport police offi- 
cer for 30 years. 

“I think we need to see about 
getting it into litigation,” he added. 

Michael Conway, a spokesman 
for the airport authority, denies 
that the plan would negatively 
affect the city, and said the city 
concerns have been taken into 
consideration. 

“Romulus has been in atten- 
dance at every single one of our 
technical and citizen committee 
meetings, and they've written sev- 
eral letters, so we’re aware of their 
concerns,” he said. “The master 
plan is required by the FAA — you 
have to have one to get funds from 
the government.” 

Conway added that the plan 
would not be complete for about 
another 20 years, and it would only 
take place if air travel increases at 





the airport. 

“Right now, we believe that air 
travel will increase an average of 
2.3 percent annually,” he said. 
“That’s an average — there many be 
some years when air travel is flat. 
But we know that some expansion 
is needed for us to grow, and for 
the region to grow. 

“Tt’s a good thing for the area if 
we expand, because the airport is 
an economic engine in this 
region,” he added. “I know they 
would be happy if we kept the new 
runway and other improvements 
behind our fence, but the reality is 
that we just don’t have the capacity 
we need.” 

He also said the airport authori- 
ty would work to help displaced 
residents. 

“Who’s to say that we can’t assist 
in relocating people who have 
been displaced?” he said. ‘‘There’s 
no reason that couldn't happen.” 

The city of Romulus surrounds 
the airport, and what happens at 
the airport is inextricably linked to 
the city, said Keyes. 

“What we're looking at doing is 
talking with other governments, 
the school district, and the private 
sector to talk about the airport 
plans,” he said. “We need to get 
support from other governments to 
oppose the plan.” 

Wadsworth said the expansion 
should take place north of 
Interstate 94 as opposed to on the 
south and east quadrants of the 
city. ; 

“Tf its north of I-94, I say, go 
ahead and take it,” he said. “That’s 
what its there for.” 


New recycling plant proposed in Romulus 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Anew recycling plant appears to 
be headed for Romulus. 

Great Lakes Recycling Co., 
which operates a facility in 
Roseville, had acquired a piece of 
land in Taylor and was prepared to 
build a facility in that city, but later 
discovered that the land was con- 
taminated. 

Jim DiMarco, the sales manager 
for the company, said he was hope- 
ful the city would be able to relax 
some ordinance restrictions to 
allow the company to pursue more 
parcels of land for the facility. 

“We already have the building 
designed, and the entire operation 
is inside,” he said. 

Great Lakes is a company that 
receives recyclables — tin cans, 
newspapers, plastic bottles, metals — 
from large trash haulers like 
Republic or Waste Management 
and organizes them into bundles 
that can then be recycled. The busi- 
ness is founded on an exact sorting 


Casino 
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The land claim deal was struck 
in 1996. Engler signed a settle- 
ment with two Indian tribes — 
including the Chippewa — that 
would allow the tribes to make a 
land claim on non-reservation 
parcels. The caveat was that the 
tribes would then drop litigation 
associated with land claims in the 
Upper Peninsula. 

During the proceedings, the 
focus was on that land deal more 
than it was ideological concerns 
about gambling and the prospect 
that a casino in Romulus could 
siphon away jobs and business 
from Detroit, which has three 
casinos that already compete 
with another in Windsor, Ontario. 

“The bottom line is that I think 
they realized that there is a valid 
land claim,” Lambert said. 

“That has to be dealt with.” 


Opposing viewpoints 

Detroit officials and several 
others throughout the state 
oppose building another casino 


process, which occurs on site. 

The entire process, at least in 
Romulus, would take place inside, 
which means the building would 
comply aesthetically in a lighter 
industrial area or a heavy industrial 
area, said John Hawthorne, the 
chief operating officer of Great 
Lakes. 

“It’s to our advantage to have 
everything inside because if items 
like newspapers get wet, it could get 
stuck in our machines, and then you 
have paper mache,” he said. “When 
the trucks drop off items, it would 
be inside, so there wouldn't be any 
bales or containers that were visi- 
ble.” 

In Roseville, Great Lakes oper- 
ates a facility on a 14acre parcel 
along Groesbeck Road that does 
have some outside activities, said 
Hawthorne. 

“We retrofitted that facility,” he 
said, adding that the company has a 
better idea about what it needs ina 
building. 

Right now, the owners of Great 
Lakes are hoping the city can locate 


for various reasons. 

Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick reit- 
erated his position on a casino in 
Romulus is that it would nega- 
tively impact the economic suc- 
cess of the three casinos in the 
city, said his spokesman, James 
Canning. 

Rogers, a _ conservative 
Republican, also spoke against 
having an off-reservation casino. 

The city was recently handed a 
setback when the U.S. Bureau of 
Indian Affairs rejected the 
Hannahville application to place 
several acres of land near 
Interstate 94 and Vining Road in 
a trust that would pave the way 
for and Indian casino to operate 
on land not deemed a reserva- 
tion. 

Romulus Councilman Harry 
Crout said he would like to see 
the issue resolved soon. 

“T think (the casino) is some- 
thing we need because of the jobs 
situation here,” he said. “But one 
way or another, I think we'll know 
this week or next what’s going to 
happen with this.” 


Next steps 


a 10- to 15- acre parcel of land for 
the facility. Though such an opera- 
tion would be classified as heavy 
industrial or a special land use, 
which would require additional 
approvals, City Planner Cynthia 
Lyon said now might be a good time 
to consider a different route. 

“We're looking at the zoning code 
right now,” she said. “It may be a 
good time to consider if we want to 
allow this type of development (in a 
different zoning classification).” 

A Romulus facility would 
increase truck traffic wherever 
Great Lakes builds, however. The 
company would take in materials 
from about 18 to 20 large trucks per 
day. Those trucks typically look like 
garbage trucks, but Hawthorne was 
careful to point out that no trash 
would be dropped off at the site. 

Councilman William Wadsworth 
said he like the idea of the facility in 
Romulus. 

“Tt was a great presentation, and 
I imagine if we had more facilities 
like this one, we'd have a cleaner 
community,” he said. 
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. Donuts — 
for Dads 


The annual Donuts for 
Dads event took place at 
Cory Elementary School 
last month. More than 25 
fathers, grandfathers and 
caregivers attended the 


event during which stu- 
dents were able to share 
donuts with their special 
guests before beginning 
the school day. Cory sec- 
ond-grader Tayelor 
Matthews’ special guest 
was her stepfather, Rodney 
Everette. 





Today, the U.S. House Natural 
Resources Committee will recon- 
vene to discuss the casino issue as 
it relates to the state. Several sce- 
narios could play out depending 
on that decision. 

There are actually two bills 
that could affect the fate of a 
Romulus casino, including a bill 
regarding a similar situation in 
Port Huron. Lambert said he has 
heard the two bills could be com- 
bined. 

Two scenarios could play out at 
the committee meeting. The mem- 
bers could immediately move the 
bill into Congress for a vote, or 
pass it to the Rules Committee, 
where it could be modified and 
then sent to Congress for a vote. 

If Congress votes to approve 
the issue, it would then move onto 
the U.S. Senate for another vote. 

However, if the bill fails in 
Congress or the Senate, the casi- 
no could be a dead issue in 
Romulus. 

Either way, its do-or-die time 
for the city, Lambert said. 

“We have at least a 50-50 
chance of winning this,” he said. 
“We have to take the shot.” 





Aerostar 
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application documents, did not 
return calls seekingrcomment 
about the situation Tuesday. 
Aceording to state law, indus- 
trial exemptions can be granted 
for no longer than 12 years. The 
city financial department will 
determine the number of years 


Aerostar will receive the exemp- 
tion based on a formula that 
assesses the number of years the 
company has been in the city, the 
amount of the abatement, the 
amount of dollars generated by 
the expansion and the number of 
jobs provided. 

That determination will then 
be approved, or denied, by the 
seven-member council. 

Recently, the city updated its 


policy regarding tax breaks to 
industrial companies to make it 
friendlier to businesses that are 
creating jobs. 

Approval or denial of exemp- 
tion requests was heavily weight- 
ed toward companies located in 
the city for several years, but 
council members determined 
late last year that the strategy 
wasn't conducive to job develop- 
ment. 
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Comcast Cable changes channels again 


After apologizing for a widely criticized attempt to move 
PEG (Public Education and Government) channels out of 
range of most viewers, officials from Comcast Cable tried 
another approach on Friday. 

They told members of the Conference of Western Wayne 
that they were trying to do them a favor. 

The criticized change was to move PEG channels to the 
900 range, where they would be seen in digital high defini- 
tion. Everything would look better, according to Comcast offi- 
cials, and it preceded a mandated change that would happen 
in a year or so anyway. Plus, it would allow the company to 
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Atter apologizing for a widely 
criticized attempt to move PEG 
(Public Education and Government) 
channels out of range of most viewers, 
officials from Comcast Cable 
tried another approach on Friday. 


have taken the right approach. They've sat back and watched 
the reaction to the Comcast move, probably to ‘see if they 
should give it a shot or not. The answer? Not yet. 

Competition will remain an important part of this emerg- 
ing industry. In theory, that was the goal of the state wide 
video franchise legislation when it was introduced and 
approved last year. It just hasn’t worked out to the benefit of 
residents, yet, and that’s been our concern all along. It was 
initially thought that it would leave local officials out of the 
loop when it came to jurisdiction over cable services; it 
removed their ability to negotiate individually with cable 
service providers to ensure that residents got some return for 


remain competitive with satellite dish services, which 
already provide more digital programming than most cable 
providers. 

The problem with it was that it would leave some 400,000 
customers unable to view the channels, since most televi- 
sions are not capable of accessing the channel—without a 
digital converter box, anyway. That box, which initially would 
be provided for free, would ultimately cost customers an 


Time limits are fair 


Once again, first amendment rights have popped up in the City of 
Westland. 

This time, city officials have drawn fire for trying to reduce the time cit- 
izens can speak at public meetings. 

Before anyone gets into an uproar, we said ‘reduce’ not eliminate. 

Nobody wants to eliminate the rights of citizens to address issues to 
their governing body. Westland City Council members would be silly to 
even suggest it and nobody in their right mind would stand for such a 
thing. 

That being said, let’s look at the way Westland conducts business com- 
pared to other surrounding municipalities. In Westland, citizens have a 
full five minutes to talk in two different time slots, one at the beginning 
and one at the end of the meeting. They can also comment on an individ- 
ual agenda item when it comes up for discussion, too. 

In nearly every other community we can think of, citizens are limited to 
three minutes—and sometimes two—at the beginning of the meeting and 
during discussion on agenda items. 

A reduction to four minutes hardly seems like the introduction to the 
age of censorship. 

We'd like to offer a word of caution, here, though. Some ideas have 
propped up to cut some comments from the video of meetings, or of turn- 
ing the cameras off during citizens’ comments, or initiating a policy against 
slanderous words. That is entering a gray area. If there is a policy, it should 
be a fair one, applied to everyone in the same way. 

We'd like to think that people can make their point without being offen- 
sive. We'd like to think that they can state their piece without cutting some- 
one else down, or spreading lies and innuendo. That should be the indi- 
vidual’s responsibility, not the government's. 

If the Westland City Council wants to reduce time for public comments 
to one four-minute period—with the caveat that if they run out of time at 
the beginning of the meeting, they can revisit it at the end—we say go 
ahead. 

At the same time, we think they should keep their own time for talk to a 
minimum, too. God knows, they get enough time to talk as it is. 


hand, too. 





Letters 
f ; ni humble opinion, “vision” should 
Superintendent is praised also describe the storied tenure of 
Dr. Ryan. 
To the editor: He led teams that passed a 2004 





additional $4 a month. 
Not surprisingly, the members of the Conference of 
Western Wayne were unconvinced by this new line. 
Representatives from other video franchises were on 


The reality of Dr. Jim Ryan’s 
retirement as superintendent of 
the Plymouth/Canton Schools is 
just beginning to settle in. This 
reality caused me to reflect back, 
with respect, on the leadership 
legacy of Dr. Ryan. My thoughts 
take me back to pre-Ryan years 
and my time as a Canton 
Township Planning Commission- 
er The school board and the town- 
ship experienced remarkable 
challenges in the community plan- 
ning process. We struggled to get 
on the same page. 
The arrival of Dr. Jim Ryan at the 
helm of the Plymouth/Canton 
school system signaled a 
change. That change has 
remained positive and commu- 
nicative with the township. The 
word “vision” has long been right- 
ly associated with Township 
Supervisor Tom Yack and, in my 
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board to make needed infrastruc- 
ture improvements, created the 
Literacy Early Achievement 
Program (LEAP), improved stu- 
dent achievement scores, received 
six straight “unqualified” ratings 
by independent auditors, 
advanced the district’s curricu- 
lum, twice settled 10 union con- 
tracts and personally has been a 
successful fundraiser for the 
Education Excellence 
Foundation. I would like to pub- 
licly thank James Ryan as a resi- 
dent of Canton and as a Canton 
Township Trustee. Your willing- 
ness to work together will long be 
remembered and 
recognized.. Enjoy your retire- 
ment. Your community will foreyv- 
er benefit from your impact. 


Karl Zarbo, 
Canton Township Trustee 
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the use of public rights of way and so on. 


Throughout this public relations debacle, they 


This issue has proved that that isn’t exactly the case, 
though. When local elected officials ban together, they can 
still make some noise and get their way. 

That’s a good thing, too. If there is competition between 
cable service providers, it should be to include everyone, not 
to exclude some of us. 





He’s a man who'll be missed 


The City of Wayne lost one of its most unique char- 
acteristics last week. 

Wayne Mayor Al Haidous, at last, turned over the 
keys to the store he operated for so long. 

Don't get me wrong, I don’t begrudge Haidous his 
retirement. Thirty-four years is a long time to work in 
any industry, and anyone who knew him or stopped 
by Al’s Market on Howe and Annapolis streets would 
testify that it wasn’t just a 9-5, Monday through Friday 
job. 

No, sir He was almost always there and when he 
wasn't, his wife, Mary, spent time behind the register 

They’ve both earned their leisure years, no one 
would doubt that. 

I’m sure the new owner, Bob Foumia, will do a 
good job there at the corner The store already looks 
better; brighter, more open. He’s planning on bringing 
new services there, too, that will probably be weleome 
within the neighborhood. 

It’s only been a few days since the change was 
made official, but I already can’t help feeling a little 
nostalgic about it. 


Like many other Wayne residents, I spent plenty of 


time in the store talking with Haidous about the cur- 
rent affairs of the city; what was going on, what we 


Downtown development is plan dubious 


If I were an optimist, ’d say the new re-develop- 
ment plan for downtown Belleville could be the best 
thing to happen to'\the city, and will take place as 
planned and in the time frame officials have suggested. 
Since I’m a pessimist who’s skeptical of everything, 
however, I have my doubts, 

The major result of the informational meeting with 
Downtown Development Authority board members, 
city officials and residents recently seemed to be that 
questions far outweighed answers regarding the proj- 
ect. ‘ 

Walker Developments has proposed a 72,000 square 
foot grocery store to be located off Main Street 
between Roy’s and Charles streets. It would also 
include a new library, 31,000 square feet of retail, resi- 
dential housing and office space. Plans could elimi- 
nate several buildings on Main Street, too, like Chase 
Bank, which would be rebuilt, and municipal parking 
would be added around the city, 

On paper, the plan sounds like a good idea and, 
while I’m desperate to see a change, I have my doubts 
as to whether or not the project will actually happen. 
How will it be funded? How will businesses be affected 
both during and after construction? Those are just a 





WHATS THE BIG DEAL? 
WELL PUT SOME 
OF IT BACK? 


wanted to go on. He had a good 
way with people there—and some 
of them didn’t come in with nice 
things to say, either. 

His presence and easy availability gave Wayne a 
Norman Rockwell feel that attracted me from the first 
time I visited. I always thought it was a unique thing 
to be able to go in and grab a pop and sound off about 
some issue without worrying about how you looked 
on camera. Chances are, he would either know the 
answer people looked for, or knew right away how to 
get it and residents left feeling a lot better than when 
they came in. 

Haidous has pledged that he will still be available 
to citizens. He'll still be easy to find and he won't shirk 
on his mayoral duties at all. I believe him. I’ve always 
thought that he had the best interest of the communi- 
ty in his heart; that he got into politics for the right 
reasons—not just to see his name on a plaque or on a 
wall in city hall or to have a nice title to put at the end 
ofa resume. 

He'll be around; he’ll be available and he’ll still 
continue his mayoral duties, of that I have no doubt. 

He'll also be missed at the corner of Howe and 
Annapolis. J have no doubt about that, too. 
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few of the many questions being 
asked. 

Officials keep saying this is just 
a “possible” re-development plan 
or a “concept” plan. There are still board approvals to 
be obtained, appraisals for property owners to take 
place and the bonding-out for this project, even though 
the two projects—this and the streetscape—will be 
folded together. 

The re-development plan is being done ‘one-step-at- 
a-time’, officials said, and negotiations are taking place 
on the agreement; RF'P’s (Requests For Proposals) for 
a project manager are in the works, along with the pro- 
posals for appraisers. 

The streetscape project is a step in the right direc- 
tion for the city, but there still needs to be more. Retail 
and residential development are definitely needed— 
that’s for certain—I just hope the city can get their 
plans and funding in order to get the project done. 

The next Belleville Downtown Development 
Authority meeting will take place at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 
20. It won't be a ‘town-hall’ meeting, but it most certain- 
ly will be a chance for residents to once again ask ques- 
tions and hopefully get some answers. 


Ly rier) King 
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Township firefighters, divers complete ice rescue class 


The Van Buren Township Fire The eight-hour class incorporated _ rescue sled, according to officials. face ice rescue. There were 10 first- requirements and, will be certified 
and Rescue Department, along with classroom and practical evolutions Both the City of Belleville and time participants between both through Dive Rescue International, 
the Van Buren Township underwater designed to educate responders on the Van Buren Township fire departments who completed the _ officials said. 
search and rescue dive team, hosted how to size-up, recognize and initiate departments 
a basic surface ice rescue training an effective surface ice rescue. require all per- 
class for local firefighters and emer- Participants also had an opportunity sonnel to be 
gency responders. to train with the Van Buren fire and trained in sur- 
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THE CITY OF ROMULUS 
REQUEST TO RECEIVE BIDS FOR THE FOLLOWING: 


CITY OF ROMULUS 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING 
35445 VAN BORN 


Pursuant to Michigan Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended (The City and Village Zoning 
Act), notice is hereby given that the City of Romulus will hold a public hearing at 7:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, March 5, 2008 for the purpose of considering a variance request. 
The public hearing will be held at the Romulus City Hall Council Chambers, 11111 
Wayne Road, Romulus MI 48174-1485. 


The Zoning Board of Appeals has set the public hearing to consider a variance from 
Section 4.25.D.2., Signs, of the City of Romulus Zoning Ordinance to allow a 75-square 
foot freestanding sign. The Sign Ordinance only permits a maximum of 64-square feet; 
therefore, an 11-square foot variance is required for the proposed sign. The subject proper- 
ty is located at 35445 Van Born Road. DP# 82-80-017-01-0109-302. Copies of the appli- 
cation are available for review at City Hall during regular business hours. 


All interested parties are encouraged to attend and will be given an opportunity to com- 
ment on said request. Written comments may be submitted until 12:00 noon, Wednesday, 
March 5, 2008 and should be addressed to Cynthia I. Lyon, AICP, City Planner, Economic 
Development Department, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, MI 48174-1485. 


Linda R. Choate, CMC, City Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 


Publish: February 14, 2008 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


Notice is hereby given that the Van Buren Township Planning Commission will hold a 
public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, 
MI 48111, on Wednesday, February 27, 2008 at 7:30 PM to consider the following: 


An ordinance to amend the Charter Township of Van Buren Zoning Ordinance 6-2-92, as 
amended to establish new regulations for Re-Zoning with Conditions as follows: 


ARTICLE XVIII to include a new subsection titled SECTION 18.09 — RE-ZONING 
WITH CONDITIONS. 


A complete text of the proposed amendment will be available for review at the Township 
Department of Development Services Office. Written comments will be accepted at the 
Development Services Department until 5:00 p.m. on the date of the hearing. 


In spirit of compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, individuals with disability 
should fee free to contact the Development Services Department at least 72 hours in 
advance of the meeting, if requesting accommodations. 


Posted: February 1, 2008 
Publish: February 7, 2008 
February 14, 2008 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 5, 2008 


Supervisor King called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Room. Present: 
Supervisor King, Clerk Payne, Trustee Clair, Trustee Hart, Trustee Jahr and Trustee 
Rochowiak. Absent and excused: Treasurer Budd. Others in attendance: Planning and 
Economic Development Director Kelley, Parks and Recreation Director Ross, DPW 
Director Knepper, Fire Chief Nicholai, Executive Assistant Ireland, Secretary Cline and an 
audience of six (6). 


APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Jahr moved, Payne seconded to approve the agenda as 
amended with the deletion of “New Business” Item #7 “Consider attorney’s recommenda- 
tion regarding pending litigation in case #06-605026-CH.”. Carried. 


PUBLIC HEARING: None. 


MINUTES: Clair moved, Hart seconded to approve the Work Study Session Minutes of 
January 7, 2008 as presented. Carried. 


Hart moved, Rochowiak seconded to approve the Regular Board Meeting Minutes of 
January 8, 2008 as presented. Carried. 


CORRESPONDENCE: An email from a resident of Andover Farms subdivision thanking 
Sergeant Yono for assistance resolving a parking situation. 


The Van Buren Township 2008 Board of Review will held on March 4th, (an organizational 
meeting) from 10:00 a.m. — 12 noon, March 10th, from 9:00 a.m. — noon and 1:30 p.m. to 
4:30 p.m., March 12th, from 1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. and March 
13th, 3:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. Appeals may be submitted in writing without personal appear- 
ance and must be received on or before March 14, 2008. Any taxpayer wishing to appeal in 
person must call 734.699.8946 to schedule an appointment. 


On February 21st the Belleville Area Historical Society will be hosting a program by Jackie 
Martin on Detroit’s Most Devastating Days: The 1967 Riots at the Belleville Area Museum 
located at 405 Main Street, Belleville at 7:00 p.m. This event is free to the public. 


The Belleville Area Museum is looking for quilts to display for their annual March Quilt 
Display. If you are interested in loaning your quilt to the museum please call 734.697.1944 
by February 8th. 


Wayne County Department of Environment is sponsoring a Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection on Saturday, March 15th from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Downriver 
Community Conference located at 15100 Northline Road, Southgate. For more informa- 
tion contact the Wayne County Department of Environment at 734.326.3936. 


On Saturday, February 9th a benefit Ham Dinner will be held for the Wayne County Fair 
Association at the Wayne County Fair Grounds located at 10871 Quirk Road. 


On Friday, February 15th from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Saint Anthony Catholic Church will 
host a Fish Dinner at the church located at 409 West Columbia. 


The American Cancer Society Relay for Life kick-off meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
February 12th beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Wayne County Fair Grounds located at 10871 
Quirk Road. For more information or to R.S.V.P. contact Cheryl Gniewek at 248.663.3430. 
On Saturday, March Ist the Women of the Moose will host a charity poker tournament at 
Belleville Moose Lodge located at 831 East Huron River Drive. Registration begins at 
noon and play begins at 2:00 p.m. and for more information call 734.697.2111. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 


NEW BUSINESS: Rochowiak moved, Hart seconded to adopt Resolution 2008-03 Wade 





Bid 07/08-19 Ultrasonic Gun Cleaning Equipment - Rpd 
Bid 07/08-20 Recreation Event Scheduling & Tracking Software 
Bid 07/08-21 Speed Radar Equipment - Rpd 


The City of Romulus, Michigan is seeking bids from qualified vendors far the above 
item/s and/or service/s. 


Qualified individuals and firms wishing to submit bids must do so on forms provided by 
the City. Bid forms and specifications may be obtained from Lynn A, Conway, Purchasing 
Agent, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, Michigan, by calling (734) 955-4568 or by emailing 
Iconway@ci.romulus.mi.us or under Departments, in the Purchasing Department from 


the City of Romulus Web Site, http://ci.romulus.mi.us 


Bids must be submitted in sealed envelopes and returned to the City Clerk’s Office no 
later then 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, March 19, 2008. 


BID ENVELOPES MUST BE CLEARLY MARKED WITH THE BID NUMBER AND 
NAME AND BE ADDRESSED TO: 
BID #_ 
CITY OF ROMULUS CLERK’S OFFICE 
11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, Michigan, 48174 


(1) At approximately 3:15p.m. bid packages received shall be publicly opened and read 
(2) The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids and proposals and to waive techni- 
calities. 


Publish: February 14, 2008 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


Notice is hereby given that the Van Buren Township Planning Commission will hold a 
public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler, Van Buren Township, MI 
48111, on Wednesday, February 27, 2008 to consider the following: 


An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance 6-2-92, as amended of the Charter Township of 
Van Buren to amend the following: 


ARTICLE IV, SECTION 4.24B WIRELESS 
COMMUNICATION FACILITIES. 


A complete text of the proposed amendment will be available for review at the Township 
Department of Development Services Office. Written comments will be accepted at the 
Development Services Department until 5:00 p.m. on the date of the hearing. 


In spirit of compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, individuals with disability 
should fee free to contact the Development Services Department at least 72 hours in 
advance of the meeting, if requesting accommodations. 


Posted: February 1, 2008 
Publish: February 7, 2008 
February 14, 2008 





Trim 2008 rate schedule. Carried. 


Payne moved, Rochowiak seconded to adopt Resolution 2008-04 Wayne County Annual 
Permit, A-08045 and Resolution 2008-05 Block Party and Road Closure Permit, A-08034. 
Carried. 


Jahr moved, Clair seconded to approve the appointment of Margaret Thompson to the 
September Days Senior Citizens Endowment Committee with term to expire January 15, 
2010 and to send a letter of thanks to Sarah Brown for contribution to the Endowment 
Committee. Carried. 


Clair moved, Rochowiak seconded to approve permit application UT #5662735 M63107 
07-551 by AT&T to install telecommunications infrastructure in the northerly portion of the 
Denton Road public right of way between two driveways into the Harbour Club 
Apartments. Carried. 


Rochowiak moved, Payne seconded to approve permit application PN #6213461 M63107 
1034-07-1881 by AT&T to install telecommunications infrastructure in the easterly portion 
of the Belleville Road public right of way, from a point south of Venetian Avenue and ter- 
minating just south of 11661 Belleville Road. Carried. 


Hart moved, Jahr seconded to approve the contract from Spencer Manufacturing for the 
purchase of one (1) Rescue-engine (pumper) and one (1) heavy-duty rescue squad in the 
amount of $852,648 and to authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to execute the contract. 
Carried. 

VOUCHER LIST: Hart moved, Clair seconded to approve the February 5, 2008 voucher 
list as presented. Carried. 


REPORTS: Supervisor King ordered the December 2007 Public Safety Report received 
and filed. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS: Township Administrative offices will be closed on Monday, 
February 18th in observance of Presidents’ Day. Due to the closing the Work Study 
Session will be held on Tuesday, February 19th at 4:00 p.m. prior to the 7:30 p.m. Board 
Meeting. 


The Recreation Department announced the following events: The 13th annual Daddy 
Daughter Dance will take place on Friday, February 8th and Saturday, February 9th. Open 
registration begins on March 3rd for summer day camp. Four camps will be held, Tot 
Camp, Day Camp, Tween Camp and Club Teen. For more information on programs or 
events contact the Parks and Recreation Department at 699.8926. 


DPW Director Knepper announced employee Jeff Osborn recently celebrated his 20 year 
anniversary as a township employee. Supervisor King stated he will be recognized by the 
Township at a future board meeting. 


A resident inquired when the next Planning Commission Meeting will be held. Director 
Kelley stated February 13th at 7:30 p.m. 


AUDIENCE (Non-Agenda Items): None. 

CLOSED SESSION: None. 

ADJOURNMENT: Hart moved, Clair seconded to adjourn at 8:09 p.m. Carried. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Joannie D. Payne, CMC 
Township Clerk 


Cindy C. King 
Supervisor 





Publish: February 14, 2008 
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Film mines nothing 
but audience indifference 


At least the makers of the lackluster 
romantic comedy Fool’s Gold had a sense of 
humor when they were writing the title. 

Directed by Andy Tennant, this 90 minute 
cruise through cliché ville starts off with good 
intentions, but ends up bogged down by indif- 
ferent acting, an aimless script and an utter 
lack of romantic chemistry. 

The film begins with Benjamin Finnegan, 
played by eternally scruffy Matthew 
McConaughey, discovering a clue to the treas- 
ure he and his wife have been seeking off the 
coast of Florida for years. After evading men- 
acing hijinks by the local kingpin, rapper Bigg 
Bunny (Kevin Hart) who financed Finnegan’s 
excursion, Ben runs off to attend his divorce 
hearing, in hopes of convincing his wife, Tess, 
to give him one last chance. 

Unfortunately Tess, played by an oddly 
listless Kate Hudson, has already divorced 
Ben when he arrives, but finds herself 
intrigued by his discovery. Tess has spent 
years searching for the sunken 18th century 
Spanish dowry, and decides to ask her mil- 
lionaire employer Nigel Honeycutt, played by 
Donald Sutherland, to bankroll the excursion. 
Before she gets a chance, however, Ben beats 
her to the punch, and the two decide to 
embark on one last adventure, for old time’s 
sake. 

Bigg Bunny, of course, hasn’t forgotten 
Ben’s wild tales of the legendary Spanish 
dowry and sets off to find the treasure him- 
self, setting off a life and death race for a for- 


This film is so predictable that you can 
anticipate the “surprises” three scenes in 
advance, and villains pop up from behind 
bushes Scooby-Doo style, just as Ben and Tess 
make their most critical discoveries. 

The only surprise is that Ben and Tess tol- 
erate each other’s company at all, with 
McConaughey reduced to a slab of blockhead 
beefeake and Hudson wane and shrew like, 
her schoolmarm bun bobbing in near con- 
stant disapproval. In fact, both actors spend 
most of the movie pointedly ignoring one 
another, and though this may have been 
Tennant’s answer to the couples recent un- 
coupling, to the audience it just reads like 
indifference. 

The fact that each character is playing a 
cliché doesn’t help matters, and only serves to 
elevate the basic aimlessness of the script. 
The millionaire bank roller? The never do 
well husband? The fed up wife? Nigel 
Honeycutt? The writers of this film were 
either getting all their ideas from Gilligan’s 
Island reruns, or thought their blatant con- 
densation was ironic. Either way, they were 
way off course. 

Still, this film isn’t completely without 
charm, and if you prefer your adventures sit- 
com style, you may find it a pleasant diver- 
sion. If you preferred the Temple of Doom in 
the Indiana Jones series, for instance, this 
might be just your cup of tea. Those who pre- 
fer their adventure films a little more, I don't 
know, adventurous, might want to keep look- 
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1. Obituaries 


BROWNING, Pricy "Granny", 
February 4, 2008 age 80 of 
Westland. Beloved wife of 
the late Losie. Dear mother 
of Stella, (the late Robert) 
Scott, Lois, (Bobby) Killen, 

Woodrow (Linda) Miller, 
James (Libby) Miller, 
Elizabeth (Hobert) McCoy, 

James (Deneen) Browning, 
L.B. (Brenda) Browning and 
Peggy (Ronnie) Pritt. Also 

survived by brother, Jack 
Layne and sister, Ethel 
Layne, several grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. 
Brother of the late Earl, 
Frank, Donald and Walter 
Layne, Mary Dotson and 
Lizzie Leedy. Services were 
held at the Uht Funeral 


Home, Westland with Pastor © 


Joe Jones officiating. Burial 
was at Glenwood Cemetery, 
Wayne. Please visit and 
leave a note of condolence 
at www.uhtfh.com 


JOHNSON, Martha, age 73 
of Romulus, passed away 
on Jan. 21, 2008 at her 
son's residence in Cairo, MI. 
She was born in Caro, MI on 
Oct. 15, 1934 to the late 
Albert and Mary (Silvernail) 
Rickwalt. Martha married 
John L. Johnson on April 24, 
1954. They lived in Romulus, 
MI. for over fifty years. She 
was a Vassar High School 
graduate and attended 
Eastern Michigan University 
where she received her 
Bachelor's and Master's 
Degrees in education. She 
taught in the Wayne- 
Westland School District 
until her retirement in 1985. 
She attended a nondenomi- 
national church since her 
youth, which was the most 
important part of her life. Her 
primary interest was her 
family. She was always there 
to help family, friends and 
neighbors, She is survived 
by her children, John B. 
(Beth) Johnson of Caro, OH 
and Lynn (Jan) Tollefson of 
Williamsburg, OH; nine 
grandchildren and seven 
great grandchildren; three 
siblings, Verna Williamson, 
Albert (Christina) Rickwalt 
and Mary (Bernard) Taylor, 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews. She was preced- 
ed in death by her brother 









Willard (Patricia) Rickwalt 
and sister Alice Rickwalt. 
Funeral services were held 
at the Collon Funeral Home 
in Caro, MI. Memorials may 
be made to the Martha 
Johnson Family 


Discretionary Fund, c/o Lynn | 


Tollefson, 3074 Upper Five 
Mile Rd., Williamsburg, OH 
45176 





HUBY, Rev. Charlotte B., age 
58 of Romulus, passed 


34. Specialized Services 


BRATCHER ELECTRIC 


February 1, 2008. Dear 
mother of Edwin J. 
(Stephanie) Huby and Dr. 
Nicole M. Huby, and grand- 
| mother of 3. Sister of Sharon 
| (Comer) McNeil, Debora 
| (Mendrate) Love, Brenda 


| Mayes. She was currently a 

teacher at Mark Twain 

Elementary School in 

| Detroit, MI. Previously she 

taught at Beacon School. 

She was a member of the 

Eastern Star and the AFL- 
CIO Detroit Teachers 

| Federation. She participated 

in the United Conference For 

Women. She was proud of 
her affiliation with First 


» | Baptist Church where she 
) | taught Sunday School and 


participated in all other activ- 
ities. Visitation Thursday, 
Feb. 7, from 12:00 - 8:00 

| PM, with Family Hour from 





COMPLETE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SINCE 1956 
Remodeling * Service « City Repairs 


== 734-722-0037 


35728 Van B 


S) 


orn * Wayne 


121. Autos Wanted 


Worship Directory 


Christ Temple Apostolic Faith Church 


DISTRICT ELDER LUKE A. McCLENDON, PASTOR 
® [Sunday Morning Prayer (8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.) § 
‘gate Education oie amet: oy 


5 
a 


Morning Worship Service (11:15 a.m 


**Nursery Room Available for Children 4 Years of Age and Under** 
ECC en eM SL ec 


www.christte 


mpleafcw.com 


Join Us For Worship 


eens 


a “Embrace Each Other As We Serve God" 


New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church 
821 Inkster Rd, Inkster, MI 48141 


Tel; 313-565-3006 


Sunday School 

9:00 a.m. 

y Morning Worship 
10:45 a.m. 





(Harold) Sullivan and Wanda | 


6:00 - 8:00 PM at Crane 
Funeral Home, 36885 
Goddard Rd., Romulus, MI. 
Services were held at First 
Baptist Church, Romulus, 

| MI, with Rev. Charles P. 

| Woolridge officiating. 

| Interment was at Romulus 
| Cemetery. 


www.cranefuneralhome.com 
Help Wanted 
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STROME, Donna of 
Belleville, died February 9, 
2008. Beloved wife of 
Kenneth. Dear mother of 
| Dorothy and Joy Lynn 
| (Kenneth). Dear daughter of 
William Davis and the late 
Dorothy. Dear sister of 
Frances Davis and Linda | 
Davis. Grandmother of 6, 
and "Hama" to Andy. 
Funeral services were held 


at Harry J. Will Funeral 


Home , 34567 Michigan Ave. 


Wayne 


WALK, Jean passed away at 
her Saline home on Thurs., 
Feb. 7, 2008. She was born 
Feb, 9, 1927, the daughter 

of Jefferson and Olive 
(Garrison) Moore. On July 
21, 1945 in Bowling Green, 


Ohio, Jean married Samuel 
Walk. He preceded her in 
death on Oct. 10, 1988. 
Jean retired from Ford Motor 
Company. She is survived 
by her son, Allan (Gerry) 
Walk of Pinckney, MI and 
daughters, Alyse (Richard) 
Sliter of Ypsilanti, Ml and 
Sally (Randy) Cooper of 
Kingwood TX. Other sur- 
vivors include her grandchil- 


OUR NEW CANTON TOWNSHIP SOUTH 
LOCATION IS HOSTING A JOB FAIR 


February 17-18: 11:00am-6:00pm 
February 19: 12:30pm-7:30pm 
February 20: 9:00am-4:00pm 
February 21: 12:30pm-7:30pm 


at the Holiday Inn 
46194 1-94 North Service Drive @ Belleville, Ml 48111 


Kohl's is looking for great new people to join our team. As an Associate, you'll find all the 
things you'd expect from one of the fastest-growing retailers in the nation—competitive 
compensation, great benefits, Employee Stock Ownership Plan and immediate discounts 
on all our merchandise. With Kohl's, you'll be in great company! We're currently seeking 
Associates for the following part-time positions: 


® Register Operators 

° Department Associates 

° Customer Service/Cash Office Associates 
° Loss Prevention Officers 


° Early AM Freight Unloaders/Merchandisers 


° Housekeeping Associates 
° Evening Ad Set/Pricing Associates 


To apply for a position,please visit us at 
www.kohlscareers.com ' 
or call 1-877-NEW-KOHLS (1-877-639-5645) 


KOHLS 


expect great things 


STORE IS LOCATED AT SOUTH BECK ROAD & MICHIGAN AVENUE 


MUST BE 17 YEARS OR OLDER TO APPLY © EOE © A DRUG-SCREENING COMPANY 
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dren, Jeffery Knox, Angela 
Knox, Aaron Walk, Andy 
(Amanda) Walk, Lauren, 


Rachel and Samuel Cooper; 


great grandchildren, Travis 
Knox, Nick Knox and Chloe 


Walk; her sisters, Hope Derr, 


Ina Jones, Faye Langford 
and Olive Mache, Funeral 
services were held at the 


Robinson-Bahnmiller Funeral 


Home in Saline, Ml. 
Interment was at Cadillac 
Memorial Gardens West in 


Westland, MI. Memorial con- 


tributions are requested to 
the American Lung 


Association of Michigan and 


to the Washtenaw County 


42. Health 
and Fitness 


NEED MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES??? 

Free medical supplies and 
equipment for your use. 
Walkers, canes,wheelchairs, 
crutches, 
to name just a few, 


DO YOU HAVE MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES THAT YOU DO 
NOT KNOW WHAT TO DO 
WITH??? 
Donate your supplies 
outright to the 
“Medical Supply 


$160 KING PILLOWTOP 
Mattress Set 
NEW in Bag 
Can Deliver 
(734) 891-8481 


89. Apartments ~ 
For Rent 


WAYNE 
1 & 2 Bedroom apts 
Clean & Spacious 
New carpet & blinds 
Freshly painted 
From $424-$525/mon. 
(plus 1/2 mon. sec.) 
Niagara St., N of Mich. 
2 biks. W. of Merriman 
Call 734-374-3638 


$75 QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
Mattress set 
NEW in Plastic. 
Can Deliver 
(734) 891-8481 


Playmobile toy sets: zoo, 
airport, planes, farm, fishing 
camp, indian village, west- 
ern fort & much more. Best 
offer on all or individual sets. 


WAYNE 
Near Wayne Road 
Quiet and clean 1 BR 


Veterans Honor Guard. 
Envelopes are available at | 
the funeral home. | Whether you need supplies, 
| or have supplies to donate, 


| or have questions about the 
30. Help Wanted 


program, call Cathy at: 
734-699-5565 
CANTON BAKERY HIRING 
Decorators & 


46. Private 
Counter Help Instruction 


734-927-1160 
— —— UPHOLSTERY 
CLASSES 


Sharing Ministry.” 


Farmington Hills Special 
Event Co. Seasonal / Part- 
Time Floral Designers / 


Located on Michigan Ave. 
in Wayne 


Set Up Staff Hands on instruction from 
Call 248-474-7077 or send __ the experts. Whether you are 
resume to: a hobbyist or would like to 
ECD 


do upholstery for a living, 
this workshop is for you. 
Sign-up Today! 
Spaces are limited. 
For information 
call Alexa at: 
734-722-6815 


$75 QUEEN 
PLUSH PILLOWTOP 
2-piece Mattress 
& Box Set 
NEW in Plastic 
Can Deliver 
734-326-2744 


24590 N. Insustrial Dr. 
Farmington Hills, Ml 48335 


Maid For All Occassions 
is currently seeking a mature 
& reliable person for the 
position of P/T maid. 

No exp. necessary 
Will train 
Must have own 
transportation and be 
available for daytime hours. 
Call 734-710-0434 to 
schedule an interview 


31. Sales Help 
Wanted 


ACCOUNT 
REPRESENTATIVES 
NEEDED 


SOFA & LOVESEAT SET 
NEW in plastic & crate 


The Journal Newspapers Full Warranty 
has immediate openings for Can Deliver 
sales representatives to Must sell 


serve our circulation area 
Candidates must have: reli- 
able transportation and a will- 
ing attitude. Base plus com- 
mission Newspaper or 
media sales experience pre- 
ferred, but will train the right 
candidate. 

Please send resume de- 
tailing experience and avail- 


ONLY $450.00 
(734) 637-2012 


$150 KING PILLOWTOP 
3-piece Mattress 
& Split-box Set 
NEW in Bag 
Can Deliver 
734-721-3799 


ability to 

Susan Willett NEW 5 Pc. Cherry or Oak 
Journal Newspaper Group Bedroom Suite. 

PO. Box 339 All brand NEW in boxes. 


Wayne, MI 48184 


34. Specialized 
Tate} 


Need help looking for 
someone in your family tree? 
Want to know where great- 
grandpa was born? Local 
genealogy services available 
at very reasonable rates. 
Call 734-260-1069 
for more info. 


40. Business 
Opportunity 


Looking for more business 
referrals? 


Headboard (Full-Queen), 
Night Stand, Chest, Dresser 
and Landscape Mirror. 
$395.00 
Delivery Available. 
(734) 326-2744 





MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION 
Michigan Press Association 
827 N. Washington Ave. 
Lansing, Ml 48906-5199 

Phone: 517.372.2424 

Fax: 517.372.2429 
www.michiganpress.org 
bobbie@michiganpress.org 


| Alexa’s House of Upholstery © 


Cost-Effective 


Call Sue at: 
734-467-1900 


CY Aas Cleo eda a4 


AAA Willow Acres 
Motel, low daily and 
weekly rates. 
Refrigerator, microwave, 
HBO. 

Call 734-721-1220 
Tel-96 Inn 
313-535-4100 
Fairlane in Novi 
248-347-9999 
Days Inn/Sunrise Motel 
734-427-1300 


BELLEVILLE 
Furnished, utilities 
and refrigerator 
included. 
$80 week 
734-699-3232 


CANTON DAYS INN 
Low Daily, Weekly, and 
Monthly rates. 
Group & Corp. Rates 


Data ports, Nintendo and In- 


room movies 
Meeting room for up to 35 
people 
Free deluxe breakfast 
Guest Laundry 
Microfridge in all rooms 
All local calls free 
Free High speed 
wireless internet. 
Coffee makers in all rooms 
40500 Michigan Ave 
Exit 22 off 1-275 
734-721-5200 
www.daysinncanton.com 


88. Duplexes 
For Rent 


WESTLAND-NORWAYNE 
Call for list of 

clean, renovated 2 & 3 BR 

duplexes. Most units Lead 

Paint safe. Section 8 vouch- 
ers welcome. 

Some pets permitted 
Flexible move-in cost. 
Professional local full-time 
management and service. 
Office at 2365 S. Venoy. 
Norplex Associates 
734-722-6444 
EHO 


Statewide Coverage 





Place your 2x2 display ad and 
reach over 3.5 million readers 
for just $999! Place a 25-word 
classified ad and reach over 4 
million readers for just $299! 
Contact this newspaper or 
Bobbie and Roselie at 
Michigan Press Association. 





The Masters of Opportunity 
chapter of BNI meets:every 
Friday from 7am to 8:30am 
at the Wayne Tree Manor 
Visitors are Welcome. 
Call Trish at: ' 
734-890-1250 


BOLD PRINT 
ATTRACTS MORE 
READERS! 





Go 


Smelly Washer? 


Stinky towels? Keep your clothes and 
washer fresh & clean — 


NATURALLY! 


Our secret formula works. Don't waste 
$S$ on service calls 


io; wwiw.SmellyWasher.com 


and order a 1-year supply. 


Smelly Washer Cleaner 
P.O. BOX 502 - SAVAGE, MN 55378 


(952) 465-6444 






























Appliance Repair 


Romulus Appliance 


Counseling 
Services 


Motivational 


50 yrs of Service Rae 
i Counseling Center 
Part 
Appliance Parts i Ase 


In Home Service 
Cheapest Prices 
on Parts & Comp. 
Guaranteed! 
Ph 734-728-6010 
Larry Dobbyn 
(Owner) 


Auto Salvage 


A-1 Auto 
Salvage & Scrap 
We Buy Scrap Metal 
& Junk Cars 
Ferrous & Non-Ferrous 
Cert. State Truck Scale 
Pick-up or Drop-off 
2574 State 
Ypsilanti, Ml 
(734) 483-0901 


«Substance Abuse Treatment 
«Substance Abuse Classes 
«Mental Health Treatment 
*DLAD Assessment 

*Anger Management 
Domestic Violence 


734-721-0900 


AFFORDABLE REPAIRS 
& IMPROVEMENTS 


















Landlord & Senior 
Discounts 
30 yrs. Exp 
Kitchen, Bath & 
Basement Remodeling 
Electrical & 
Plumbing Repair 
Painting / Drywall / Flooring 
Doors / Tile 
Small Jobs Welcome 






734-968-0945 
























On time, Done nght* 
734-451-9888 
America's #1 Handyman 


Small to medium 
size projects 
and "Honey do items" 


On WOW cable channel 14 


TWO MEN AND A TRUCK. 
“Movers Who Care.” 


Boxes, 
Packaging Supplies 
and Packaging 

Services for 
your Home or 
Business Move 
Free Estimates 
On Time Arrival 


734-722-6683 


www.twomen.com 





Heat and water inc. 
Ideal for singles 
and retirees. 

No Pets 
$450 moves you in 
with approved credit 
Sec. 8 welcome 
313-561-9818 
or 313-247-2075 


WAYNE 
4045 Columbus 
2 Bedroom apt 
$535/Month 
Tenant pays Gas/Elec. 
NO DEPOSIT! 
Call: 734-522-1512 


WAYNE, MI 
Quiet 1 & 2 BRS, 
Well maintained 

Heat/water/A/C inc. 
No pets 
Great for singles 
& retirees 
$470-$600/month 
Call a manager @ 
734-729-2108 or 
734-718-9521 
or owner @ 
734-718-3562 


96. Houses 
For Rent 


BELLEVILLE 
3 BR, Quiet Neighborhood 
Fenced yard 
NO PETS 
$900/mon. plus sec. 
Credit check required 
734-461-9127 


INKSTER 
29440 Hazelwood 
3 bedroom 
Partially finished 
full basement 
$800/mon. & $800 sec. Call 
734-722-4749 


STOP FORECLOSURE 
IN 30 DAYS! 
SAVE YOUR HOME NOW! 
www.ticarogroup.com 


Call 734-467-1900 


to place your 


classified ad 
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Pearson Construction 
Services 
Interior/Exterior 
Painting 
22 Years/ Experience 
Licensed & Insured 
We Beat All Prices 
Call for Free Estimate 
734-658-4208 


es practice law ia Minn 


Rolshouse & Associates _ 


CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-598-4197 


Service Directory 


105. Mobile Homes 
for Sale 


BELLEVILLE 
1989 Skyline 
2BR, 2BA, 
Den/poss. 3rd BR 
All appl. stay 
Washer/Dryer, 
Stove, Refrigerator 
Dishwasher 
Window A/C 
Excellent cond. 
Must See 
$15,000 
734-753-5022 


BELLEVILLE 
Renters 
If you can afford to pay rent, 
you can afford to own 
a home! 

Let us show you how! 
Franklin Homes at Belleville 
Manor wants to help you 
become a Homeowner. 
Call Belinda for details 
734-699-7700 


106. Houses For 
Sale 


FIRST TIME BUYERS 
Why Rent 
When You Can Own 
Free List oOOf Homes 
No Money Down 
800-610-1226 X 1051 
www.GreatHomesForSale.net 
REMAX Home Sale 
Services 


112. Commercial 
Lease 


Office Space for Lease 
Downtown Wayne 
Located on Mich. Ave. 
Call 734-729-4555 
for more info 


118. Freebies 


Lionel tracks, transformer, 
auto switch, lock-on inter- 
change $70 


Elmo's Sesame Street radio 
remote control roadway $10 


VCR & 35 video movies $25 


734-261-5008 





i had 


no 
idea! 


That | could get 
my hometown newspaper 
for just $36 a year. 


Subscribe today and never miss 
out on what is going on 
in your community. 


New JOURNAL 
Call 734-467-1900 Today!! 
The Belleville Enterprise, The Canton Eagle, The Inkster Ledger Star, 


The Northville Journal, The Plymouth Journal, 
The Romulus Roman, The Wayne Eagle, The Westland Eagle 


89. Apartments for Rent 


( 3 r e at e Customer Service, Maintenance Team | 
@ Lake Front Views, Specials... 


What are you waiting for? 


Give us a call at Schooner Cove Apartment Homes today. 


734-485-8666 | 


schoonercove@mckinley.com 


vcs, Foctory Workers, AVAC Workers, 


lesothelioma, cal tle 





fincipa: oefices in Bunsviie, MAN 





Petland 


We have the Pets! 

We Carry Puppies, Kittens, 
Birds, Fish, Small Animals, 
plus everything you need 
to care for them 


2087 Rawsonville Rd. 
Belleville, MI 48111 
Exit 187 off of I-94 

Next to K-Mart 
734-482-8993 


www.PetlandBelleville.com 












Call Eric at 


J ly peral 
DIRECTORY 
Harry J. Will 


Funeral Homes 
34567 Michigan Ave., Wayne, MI 48184 
(734) 721-5600 


Tom Lynch * Manager Also in Livonia 
Jim Henley * Director & Redford 


UHT FUNERAL HOME 


Harold Rediske Jr., Director 
Harold Rediske II, Robert J. Gilbert, 
35400 Glenwood Road 
Westland, MI 48186 © (734) 721-8555 
www.uhtfuneralhome.com 


24 HOUR SERVICE * FAX 278-7314 
(e) The Penn Funeral Home 


“The Funeral Home You Can Believe In” 
JAMES H. PENN & SON 
3015 S. Inkster Rd. 


313-278-6300 Inkster, MI 48141 


Need 
? 
Hortons Tree Service extra help? 
Specialists in All Types ee 





of Tree Removal 
Since 1980 
Dead Ash, Stump 
& Root Removal 
Preventive Maintenance 
Trimming/Shaping/Pruning 
Full Insured 
www.hortonstreeservice.com 


734-422-1634 













in our classified 
help wanted section. 


Call 










734-467-1900. 


TODAY! 













734-467-1900 to place your 


Business and Service 
























Directory ad. 
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Smooth operation \ 


17 teams compete at Canton invite 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


What do you get when gather about 148 leo- 
tards in one cavernous gymnasium? 

That’s easy—about five and half hours of 
some of the best gymnastics in the state of 
Michigan. 

Canton hosted its annual Canton Invitational 
at Plymouth High School on Saturday. The tour- 
nament is considered one of the biggest and best 
in the state with 11 of the top 12 teams in the 
state attending the 17-team meet. 

As always, it went off with out a hitch and 
nearly on time—one minute over its scheduled 
time. 

That was all thanks to Canton gymnastics 
coach and meet director John Cunningham. The 
tournament was a week later than planned 
because of school cancellation on Feb. 1—the 
day prior to the scheduled invitational. He 
scrambled at the last minute and rescheduled 
all 17 teams for Saturday. 

“everything went smooth,” he said. “When 
you have good teams it always goes smooth 
because everyone is ready to go.” 

The only thing that put a crimp in his day was 
the absence of his lone senior—and best gym- 
nast—Jesse Murray, who was is Spain for a sen- 
ior class trip. 

“If school wasn’t cancelled last week she 
would have been able to compete when it was 
scheduled (for Feb. 2),” he said. “Adding her 
could have added as many as four points to our 
score.” 

Even so, the team still faired well. 
Cunningham wanted a top-10 finish and he got 
it. The Lady Chief tumblers finished in ninth 
with a team score of 137.725. 

Grand Ledge—the No.1-ranked team in the 
state—won the meet with a 149.250. Farmington 
followed with a close 148.750 and Livonia’s Blue 
team rounded out the top three witha 144.900. 

: In Division 1 competition, freshman Robyn 
Piwowar had a standout day for Canton. She 
placed 11th in the all around standings with a 
total score of 36.4. She tied for third place on the 
floor exercise with Grand Ledge’s Alexis 
Byington with a 9.55. She scored a 9.150 on the 
balance beam; a 9.050 on vault; and an 8.650 on 
the uneven bars. 

Canton’s other super freshman, Cathy Huang, 
placed 16th in the all around with a 35.1—her 
highest finish so far. She had a 9.150 on the vault 
and a 9.050 on the beam. She scored an 8.55 on 
floor and an 8,350 on the bars. 

Mallory Hudak performed well in Division 2 
for Canton. She finished tied in 10th place of the 
all around standings with a 34.075. She scored a 
9.075 on floor—good for ninth place. She had 
8.6s on both vault and beam. 

“Tm absolutely pleased with the girls per- 
formance,” Cunningham Said. “All in all it was a 
good meet for us.” 


Northville 

The Northville gymnastics team placed 
fifth—up from 13th last year—at the meet with a 
142.075, 

Makenna Pohl was 13th in Division 1 all 
around standings with a 36.050. She scored a 
9.450 on floor—eighth place; a 9.250 on bars for 
third place; 9.150 on vault, tying for 10th with 
Canton’s Huang; and an 8.2 on beam. 

Cassidy Winter scored a 9.05 on vault; an 8.65 







( 


Salem gymnast Autumn Collins vaults at the Canton Invi 
Saturday. She helped the Lady Rocks to an eighth-place finish. 




















































Although Plymouth did- 
n't qualify as a team for regional 
competition yet (they need to score a 
119) Brodehl has as:an individual and will have 
a chance to move on to the state competition 
again. 

“T have high expectations for her,” Hodur 
said. “I have all the confidence in her that she 
will be at the state meet. She went as a freshman 
and it would be a great way for her 
to end her career by going as a 
senior” 

’ The regional competition, 
hosted by Canton at Plymouth 
High School, is scheduled for 10 
a.m. on Saturday, March 1. The state 
meet is the following weekend at ¢ 
Plymouth High School. é 


on bars; and a 9.15 on floor. 

In Division 2, the team’s only freshman, 
Allison Kemp, finished in sixth with a 35.775. 
She was third on bars with an 8.825 and fifth on 
vault with a 9.22. She also scored an 8.95 on floor 
and an 8,8 on beam. 

“She had a phenomenal meet,” said 
Northville Coach Erin McWatt. “She is very 
strong.and very powerful and very clean. We just 
have to work with her on harnessing it. She’s 
had a problem with inconsistency—she would 
do really good on one event and than not as good 
on her next one. On Saturday she seemed to put 
it all together and had a great meet.” 

Amy Reynolds scored a 9.325 for third place 
on beam and an 8.3 for tenth place on bars for 
Northville. Julie Davison scored an 8.70 on the 
beam. 

The Lady Mustangs are geared up for 
regional competition with hopes of going to 
the state meet. 

“We're ready for the postseason,’ MeWatt 
said. “I don’t have any huge expectations, but 
I think we will do really well.” 


Salem 

Salem finished just ahead of Canton with 

a 138.650 for eighth place. 
Katie Koetting had a handle on things in 
Divison 1, finishing in a seventh-place tie 
with Livonia Blue’s Meghan Powers in the all 
around with a 36.7. 
Koettings’ best score was on floor where 
she recorded a 9.5 for fifth place. She scored 
a 9.425 on the beam for eighth and tied for 
10th with Canton’s Huang and Northville’s 
Pohl with a 9.15. She had an 8.625 on the 
uneven bars. 
Autumn Collins recorded an 8.825 on 
beam and an 8.7 on floor 
Salem had two gymnasts place in the 
Division 2 all around. 
Katerina Kariotis tied with, Canton’s 
Hudak for 10th place with a 34.075. 
Kariotis’ best score was on beam with ‘an 
8.8 where she tied Northville’s Kemp. She 
scored an 8.7 on vault; and 8.575 on floor; and 
an 8 on bars. 
Teammate Brittany Young followed in 
12th place in the all around numbers with a 
34.050. Her highest score was a 9.175 on beam 
for fifth place. She scored 8.25s on both vault 
and bars. 


Plymouth 

Plymouth finished 16th overall with a 
116.05. 

Plymouth’s most decorated gymnast 
Jordan Brodehl—the lone senior, team cap- 
tain and four-year letterer—finished her last 
Canton Invite with a total score of 33.350 for 
16th in the all around. 

She scored an 8.75 on floor; an 8.4 on vault; 
an 8.15 on beam; and an 8.05 on bars in 
Division 2 competition. 

Brodehl holds all of the school records at 
Plymouth and made it to the state meet as a 
freshman, according to Plymouth Coach 
Diane Hodur. 

Hodur worked with Brodehl at 
Michigan Academy Gymnastics before 
they both ended up at Plymouth. 

“It's been a joy to watch her grow up,” 
Hodur said. “I’m really going to miss her 
next year”’ 


i : ee aM a if ! 
Canton's Cathy Huang (top) leaps during her floor routine on Saturday. Northville's Cassidy 
Winter (middle photo) flies’ through the air‘on a vault during the meet. She scored a 9.05 
and helped move Northville up from a 13th place finish last year to fifth this year. Plymouth’s 


most decorated gymnast Jordan Brodehl (above) performs on the beam on Saturday. Photos 
by Jeff Novak 
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Romulus stays perfect, 10 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


A perfect league record is just 
two games away for the Romulus 


Eagle varsity basketball team. 

The Eagles stayed perfect (10-0) 
in the Mega Red Conference with 
two wins last week over Willow 
Run and Dearborn Heights 





Romulus sophomore DeAndray Buckley gets stuck between two Willow 
Run defenders on Tuesday in an attempt to make a shot. The Eagles 
won the game, 63-49. Romulus hosts Detroit Country Day at 7:30 pm on 


Friday. Photo by Ken Garner 


| happy with the way 
we're playing right now. 


Romulus Coach Nate Oats 


Robichaud. 

Defense was the key ingredient 
in the victories—Romulus limited 
both teams to less than 50 points. . 

“T happy with the way we're play- 
ing right now,” said Romulus Coach 
Nate Oats. “We’re guarding really 
well and playing good defense. That 
has been the focus the last couple of 
weeks.” 

Romulus held Willow Run to just 
eight points in two of the four quar- 
ters at home last Tuesday. 
Consistent scoring throughout led 


_ the Eagles to a 63-49 victory. 


The Eagles raced to a 13-8 lead at 
the end of one quarter and carried a 
five-point lead, 29-24, into the locker 
room at halftime. The Flyers only 
scored one field goal in the third 
frame, but made up the difference 
with six free throws. Romulus 
outscored Willow Run, 18-17, in the 
final stanza to put the game away. 

Senior guard Dominique 
Buckley—one of the four nominees 
for Mr. Basketball honors—led the 
offense with 20 points, four 
rebounds and three assists. Junior 
guard Rashard Porter added 15 
points and had five rebounds. 
Senior forward Will Clyburn scored 
nine and grabbed five rebounds. 

On Friday, the Eagles flew by the 
Bulldogs, 68-47. 

This time, Clyburn led the team 
with 16 points—including two 
triples in the first half—and 12 
rebounds. Senior forward Martell 


Anderson scored 14 with three 
triples in the first half. Buckley fin- 
ished with 10 points and five assists. 

Romulus was up 26-7 early in the 
second quarter. Robichaud 
outscored Romulus in the quarter 
but the Eagles led, 34-21, at the half. 
The Eagle defense held the ‘Dogs to 


Pack 9- BR 





eight in the third and the fourth lent 
way to a shootout that Romulus 
won, 20-18, for the win. 

“We have guys stepping up every 
night,” Oats said. “I think we're real- 
ly hard to guard because we have so 
many guys that can score.” 

The Eagles have their work cut 
out for themselves this week when 
they host Detroit Country Day at 
7:30 p.m. on Friday. The perfect con- 
ference record is on the line next 
week when they head to neighbor- 
ing rival Belleville at 7:30 pm on 
Tuesday and host, Ypsilanti at 7:30 
pm next Friday. 


SWITCH 


gears to State Farm 


AND SAVE 


with discounts up to 40%. 


Find out why more people trust 

State Farm for car insurance. 

See me about our many discounts 
and find out how much you can save. 


Kevin Hatmaker, Agent 
38536 Michigan Avenue 
Wayne, MI 48184-1045 
Bus: 734-641-2886 
www.kevinhatmaker.com, 


LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR 


STATE FARM IS THERE,” 


Providing Insurance and Financial Services 


State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 


P0s0127 03/05 


State Farm Indemnity Company * Bloomington, IL * statefarm.com* 





MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE ROMULUS CITY COUNCIL HELD JANUARY 28, 2008 
IN THE ROMULUS CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER 
11111 S. WAYNE ROAD, ROMULUS, MICHIGAN 48174. 


The meeting was called to order-at 7:30-p.m,-by.Mayor Pro Tem Randolph Gear. 
Present: John Barden, Ellen Craig-Bragg, LeRoy Burcroff, Harry Crout, William Croya, 
Randolph Gear. 

Excused: Wadswarth, 

Administrative Officials in Attendance: 

Alan Lambert, Mayor 

Linda R. Choate, Clerk 

Pamela Morrison/Kersey, Treasurer 


1. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff approve the agenda as presented. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 
08-012 
2. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Bragg to approve the minutes of the regular meeting 
of the Romulus City Council held January 14, 2008. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-013 
3A. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Barden to endorse letter of support to the Welsh 
Company in the Wayne County Land Bank Corporation TURBO Program for its’ proposed 
development of a 295,000 square feet industrial facility on the north east corner of Ecorse 
and Cogswell Roads. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-014 
3B. Motion by Crova, supported by Crout to recommend a ten (10) year 50% tax abate- 
ment commencing December 31, 2008 and expiring December 30, 2018, for Aerostar 
Manufacturing, located at 28275 Northline Road, Romulus, Michigan, 48174, pursuant to 
P.A. 198 as amended. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 


4, Motion by Burcroff, supported by Barden to accept the Chairpersons Report. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-015 
5A. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Bragg to designate Tom Wilson, DPW Director as 
the City’s Representative and Derrick Schueller, Assistant DPW Director as the alternate 
Representative for the City of Romulus on the Detroit Water and Sewer Advisory 
Committee. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear. 
Nays - None. : 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 


08-016 
5B. Motion by Bragg, supported by Burcroff to concur with the recommendation of 
Finance Director, Debra Hoffman to adopt the activities based budget appropriations act for 
the New Romulus Athletic Center: 


CITY OF ROMULUS 
RECREATION FUND APPROPRIATIONS ACT 
A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR ADOPTION OF A BUDGET PROPOSED BY 
THE MAYOR CONTAINING ESTIMATES OF PROPOSED REVENUES AND 
EXPENDITURES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2007 AND 
ENDING JUNE 30, 2008. 


BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROMULUS: 
SECTION 1. That for the expenditures of the City Recreation Fund activities or the fiscal 
year, beginning July 1, 2007 and ending June 30, 2008, the amounts in the following sec- 


tions are hereby appropriated 


SECTION 2. That for the said fiscal year there is hereby appropriated out of the 
Recreation Fund on an activity basis, the following: 


TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

TOT AL REVENUES 

TRANSFER-IN GENERAL FUND 
TOTAL REVENUES & TRANSFER-INS 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 


08-017 
5C. Motion by Bragg, supported by Barden to introduce budget amendment 07/08-19: 
FUND/DEPT. CURRENT AMENDED 
ACCOUNT NO. ACCOUNTNAME BUDGET AMENDMENT BUDGET 


General Fund 


Expense 
101-2990 729.92-08 Transfer-Out Rec. Fund 0 3,398 3,398 


Eund Balance 
101-0000-390.000 Undesignated Fund Bal. 1,602,031 
To supplement the 07/08 budgeted deficit in the newly established Recreation Fund. 


(3,398) 1,598,633 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-018 
6A1. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff authorizing elected officials to attend the 
National League of Cities (NLC) Congressional City Conference in Washington, D.C. on 
March 8-12, 2008. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes ; Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 


08-019 
6A2. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Barden to schedule a Study Session on February 
11, 2008 at 7:00 p.m., to be held in the Romulus City Council Chambers, located at 11111 
Wayne Road, Romulus, Michigan 48174, to discuss Medicare Part D with a brief overview 
of the program and the federal subsidy that could beneficially impact the City. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear. 
Nays - None. , 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-020 
11A. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Barden to authorize the Treasurer of the City of 
Romulus to disburse funds listed in Warrant 08-02 in the total amount of Seven Hundred, 
Seventy Nine Thousand, Two Hundred and Ninety Dollars and Ninety Eight Cents 
($779,290.98). 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-021 
11B. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Bragg to authorize the Treasurer of the City of 
Romulus to disburse funds listed in Warrant 08-02E in the total amount of Twelve 
Thousand, Six Hundred Seventy Dollars and Zero Cents ($12,670.00). 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously 


12. Motion by Crova, supported by Barden to adjourn the regular meeting of the Romulus 
City Council. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Linda R. Choate, Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 


I, Linda R. Choate, Clerk for the City of Romulus, Michigan do hereby certify the forego- 
ing to be a true copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Romulus City Council 
held on January 28, 2008. 


Linda R. Choate, Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 


Publish: February 14, 2008 
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